Colors of MAÏSADOUR GROUP

A logo emerging from the fields

International dimension

Our will to move forward

MAS, name of our varieties

together

Our crop of origin “Maïs”

A two-way verb: to develop
and to emerge from the seed

Our cooperative origins

but not only
Grain, the core
of our business
The road towards innovation
and the future agriculture

Seeds, our job

France. The ambition was strong: create, produce

ambitions, the brand needed a new name and a new

and supply high-quality corn hybrids to a fast

face, still attached to its history but better suited to

expanding French market. An ambition that was

the international platform and corresponding to our

far overreached 80 years later.

diverse business activities.
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for corn hybrids
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Coopérative
becomes
Maïsadour
Coopérative
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for sunflower
hybrids
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Maïsadour begins
its international
development
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opening abroad
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1990 ITALY

1936

2009 TURKEY

alfalfa and many others. With these new challenging

2008 RUSSIA

farmers’ co-operative in 1936 in south-west of

2006 ROMANIA

only in corn but also sunflower, oilseed rape and

2005 POLAND

an international seed company with activities not

created in 1949, few years after the creation of

1992 PORTUGAL AND SPAIN

The seed branch of MAÏSADOUR GROUP was

1991 BENELUX

Nowadays, MAÏSADOUR SEMENCES has become

GERMANY

FROM MAISADOUR SEMENCES TO MAS SEEDS

2007 UKRAINE

Over 80 years alo ngside with farmers

2018
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1999

Creation
of Maïsadour
Semences SA

2006

Launch
of Oilseed Rape
R&D program
Inauguration
of the R&D station
in Romania

2010

Inauguration
of the seed
factory
in Ukraine

Launch
of first
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in Russia
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Business Unit
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“New Markets”
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of a new
R&D station
in Borispol,
Ukraine
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Our convictions
FACING NEW CHALLENGES

PROGRESS WILL COME FROM SEEDS

The increase in world agricultural production is at

The seed itself is a solution carrier. It contains in

the heart of the challenges of our time. Each day,

its DNA, all the future characteristics of the plant

our planet receives around 230,000 people and

such as yield potential, resistance to diseases and

more and more emerging countries have access

stress, adaptation to soils and climate change.

to a better life. This leads to a rapid growth of food

Our research is progressing, and new ways of

needs and yet the agricultural land is limited to

improvement are emerging, leading to great

1.5 billion hectares to answer such a growth.

progress. New variety breeding is accelerating
and allowing us more and more to optimize

PRODUCE MORE, PRODUCE BETTER
Better exploiting land resources is an exciting
challenge.

Without

advocating

extensive

agriculture, it is a question of encouraging the
development of healthy and efficient crops,
without praising a production-oriented agriculture
at any cost, efficient varieties. All this, in order
to produce more and better without altering our
environment.

fertilizer, water and use of plant protection.
When

used

in

adequate

quantities,

seed

treatments ensure healthy seeds and plants
and secure our crops and our food by limiting
soil treatment. Here too, MAS SEEDS invests
and

innovates

to

propose

new

solutions.

The values that make us unique
COMMITMENT

TASTE FOR CHALLENGE

All our staff is deeply attached to agriculture, soil

New products, new solutions, new territories...

and seed, generating great passion and involvement

We promote individual and collective initiatives.

at all times. It is a source of high performance

It is for us, whatever origins or culture, a driving force.

and long-lasting relationships with our customers
and partners through thick and thin.

INNOVATION
Creating

new

varieties

is

our

researchers’

TEAM SPIRIT

purpose. All around and beyond genetics and

Our cooperative origins, the pleasure of working

agronomy, new practices and solutions are being

together and being more effective collectively, the

and remain to be invented and we are focusing all

habit of solidarity when facing difficult challenges,

our strength on innovation to bring added value to

represent for us a real strength.

our customers.

RESPECT

SUSTAINABILITY

Mutual respect, listening to everyone, to understand

Being a farmer means cultivating the future. With

the needs, the wishes of our customers, our

our customers and partners, we are developing

partners and our collaborators, no matter what

trusting relationships based on a long-term

cultural background, it is for us a true state of mind.

and shared vision of profitable and sustainable
agriculture.

Borderless Research and Development
RHODON

BORISPOL
BREEDING & EXPERIMENTATION

BREEDING & EXPERIMENTATION

KRASNODAR

HAUT-MAUCO

EXPERIMENTATION

BREEDING & EXPERIMENTATION
BIOMOLECULAR LABS

BELCIUGATELE
BREEDING & EXPERIMENTATION

NECKARMÜHLBACH
BREEDING & EXPERIMENTATION

R&D EXPERIMENTAL NETWORK
RESEARCH STATIONS

RESEARCH PARTNERS OUTSIDE EUROPE
TROPICAL CORN RESEARCH PROGRAM
WINTER GENERATION PROGRAM

*

Expert in seed and farming
MAÏSADOUR GROUP was founded by farmers for
farmers. Today all board members are still farmers.
Since 1936, we have recruited the best scientists

1 Creating high potential
varieties adapted
to the market.

and technicians. Together, we rely on the alliance

Research is the most crucial for a productive and

between the agricultural world and the plant

sustainable agriculture. Each year, MAS SEEDS

sciences to bring our projects to success, with

invests 15% of its turnover to develop new corn,

a priority objective, to develop an ever more

sunflower and oilseed rape varieties.

profitable and sustainable agriculture.

For more than 60 years, we have been creating

To achieve this, we act on 4 main fields of
expertise: Breeding varieties, advising the right
product in the right place, supporting farmers in
their cultivation, and of course producing high
quality seeds.

original genetic and performant material by
cross-breeding and selecting plants in order
to adapt it to various agro-climatic situations,
and various needs of farmers from Europe, and
nowadays also from Asia and Africa. Our general
breeding objectives focus on 5 main criteria:
YIELD:
increasing yield and yield stability for all our crops such
as grain, biomass, energy or oil yield has been and
remains one of the top breeding priorities.
QUALITY:
quality requirement of the harvested asset is different
for each crop and is highly dependent on environmental
factor. Improving the quality criteria like oil content,
silage feed value, grain quality or biogas production
is an important objective for our breeding programs.

ADAPTATION:
our varieties are nowadays cultivated in more than
50 countries from every continent. This requires a
wide agronomic adaptation of our genetic material to
different soil types, climatic conditions, and various
environmental stresses, especially taking global
warming into account. We aim to create a broad
diversity of varieties to adapt to the world’s various
cultivation conditions.
RESISTANCE:
all crops, at some point in their cultivation, have to
face one or several stress factors such as disease,
pests or environmental stress like drought. We work
on improving the natural tolerance mechanisms of
the varieties to secure crop yield.
AGRONOMIC PROPERTIES:
the main varieties characteristics also play a major
role in yield stability and adaptation such as earliness,
stainability, plant height or flowering time.

Our R&D activities are based
on 3 main pillars:

R&D GENOMIC DIVISION IN FIGURES

1. Genomics with laboratory methods which

• 9,600 genetic resources in corn and oleaginous

2 Advising the right product
in the right place

enable us to predict plant characteristic by

• 1 biomolecular laboratory

Each seed is different, and the best performing

reading their DNA.

• 400,000 DNA extracts analyzed each year

variety will not give the same yield from one

• 48,000 rows of nurseries

soil type to another, from one valley to the next.

• Di-haploid technology program for each species

Our agronomic engineers, by their knowledge

2. Agronomy and field assessment of our varieties
under real-life conditions.

of our portfolio, but also of cultivation conditions
like soil, climate, cultural practices or the use of

3. Partnerships: we are developing genetic
material and technology exchange programs
with more than 30 partners worldwide in order
to constantly increase our investing capacities
in innovation.

R&D AGRONOMIC DIVISION
IN FIGURES
• 6 research stations and 230 trial locations in
Europe
• 4 sites for winter generation (Chili, Argentina,
Senegal and Mexico)
• 300,000 experimental plots
• 2,5 million agronomic notations every year
• 110 isolated fields and 1,700 cages & tunnels
for producing experimental seeds
• 2 new R&D programs on cultivation systems
AGROPLUS and NUTRIPLUS

harvested crop are able to choose the best suitable
variety. Their experience is crucial to optimize
the breeders’ work, trials and research conducted
upstream.
Each year, marketing and commercial teams

their production by using a wide product portfolio
and an offer of advices and adapted services to
their fields.
• AGROPLUS is dedicated to help field crop
producers to sustainably increase the profitability
of their fields. Based on our offer of grain corn,
sunflower, oilseed rape and our new cover
crop portfolio AGRO-COVER, it proposes an
integrated set of advices and services on soil
fertility diagnostic, varietal advice, decision-aiding
tools for the sowing and cultivation. It also
includes a new digital decision-aiding tool,
AGROTEMPO, developed in partnership with
MAÏSADOUR GROUP.

conduct more than 5,000 trials and demos together

• NUTRIPLUS program is dedicated to help

with our network of 1,000 partner distributors to

cattle farmers to increase their forage nutritional

present and select the best varieties in our portfolio,

efficiency. Based on our offer of silage corn,

adapted to the local situation.

alfalfa and our new portfolio of mixed forage

Moreover, our teams cooperate with more than
3,000 reference farmers in order to share their
knowledge and experience, and thus improve our
product and service offer and to better support our
customers worldwide.

3 Supporting farmers
in their cultivation
Besides our research about plant breeding, we have
developed two R&D programs for a systematic
farming approach. These innovative programs aim
to help famers to sustainably value their fields and

NUTRI-GRASS, this program also integrates
asset of advices and services in 4 steps: feed
value diagnostic and silo analysis, varietal advice,
cultivation advice from sowing to the harvest.
It also includes new digital decision-aiding tools
for forage production.

4 Produce high quality seeds
to express their full genetic
potential
MAS SEEDS has 3 large production areas, each
with a network of seed producers, a manufacturing
plant and a quality laboratory which serves a total
production capacity of more than 25,000 ha for
variety of crops, mainly corn, sunflower, oilseed rape,
fodder seeds, cereals and beet.
- South West of France
- Zaragoza in Spain
- Central Ukraine
Recently, we expanded our production area to Russia
and we have additional production partners in Turkey,
Italy and Hungary to supply a wider geographical
area and spread risks. There is also a network of
basis seeds, experimental seeds and off-season
production in Africa and America to complete the set.
A research structure specifically dedicated to
production and seed protection research enable us
to constantly improve our seed’s quality and integrate
the latest innovations to propose it to our costumers.
Our seed production organization is supplemented
by a research structure for seed production &
technology, and an experimental seed network. Their
objective is to constantly improve the quality of our
seeds, integrate the latest innovations and deliver
them to our customers. Developed by our experts in
this research structure, AGROSTART is a MAS SEEDS
corn seed protection solution, allowing an optimal
sowing starting from any weather condition.

